H6648

approximately 650 members of the Leader-
ship Conference of Women Religious meeting
in Orlando, FL issued a public statement im-
ploring President Donald J. Trump to engage
in dialogue and negotiation:

At this critical moment for our country
and global community, we—the approxi-
mately 650 members of the Leadership Con-
ference of Women Religious gathered in as-
sembly—have discerned the Gospel call to
embody love for the sake of the world.

We believe that love is more powerful than
fear, dialogue more productive than rhetoric,
and connection more transformative than
threats of destruction.

We call on President Trump to engage in
constructive dialogue and negotiation to re-
solve the current crisis between the govern-
ments of the United States and the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea in a man-
ner that guarantees the peace and security
that all people seek.

We commit ourselves to promote non-
violence and a compassionate response to the
thirst of the world for integrity and com-
munion.

————
DACA TERMINATION

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to voice my
strong opposition to the administra-
tion’s cruel and inhumane decision to
terminate the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA.

President Obama first implemented
DACA in 2012, to ensure that the hun-
dreds of thousands of immigrant chil-
dren, many of whom are young adults
and have lived in the United States for
years and known no other home other
than the United States, have a place
here in America. This program was
rooted in the best of our political tradi-
tion and intended as a temporary fix
until Congress chose to take action.

In 2013, the Senate rose to the chal-
lenge and passed a bipartisan reform
proposal. However, this Chamber cal-
lously refused to even consider the
Gang of Eight proposal and instead let
it die a slow and painful legislative
death.

We are now being called upon to re-
sume the fight, and we must not squan-
der this opportunity. What my col-
leagues need to understand here and
now is that this is not a game. The fate
of nearly a million people hangs in the
balance. Today’s coldhearted decision
will impact their health, wellness, fam-
ilies, and earning potential for years to
come. DREAMers are generally begin-
ning the most productive years of their
lives.

This is not a hypothetical question.
It is real. We need to get to work, Mr.
Speaker, right away.

———
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROHRABACHER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
before I get into a rather elongated dis-
cussion about one fundamental issue
that we are having to decide in the
next few days, I would like to just men-
tion that we have just heard severe
criticism of our President.

Let me just note about President
Trump and his rhetoric supposedly
making things worse in Korea. The
rhetoric of our President has not made
the situation worse in Korea.

What made the situation in Korea a
major threat to our country and to our
people and to the world was that, dur-
ing the Clinton administration, Presi-
dent Clinton pushed through this Con-
gress a package of aid for North Korea.
Yes, we gave billions of dollars of aid in
the form of energy and other types of
issues and things that they needed. We
gave them billions of dollars of aid
under the agreement that North Korea
would not be developing their nuclear
weapons.

At that time, Chris Cox, a Member of
the House of Representatives at the
time, and myself fought aggressively
against that deal. The North Koreans
ended up being the recipient of billions
of dollars of aid, even though they were
the most antidemocratic institution,
the greatest threat, and the greatest
tyrants in that part of the world.

Yes, they knew that they didn’t have
to worry about the United States of
America. That is when they, again,
slowly but surely, after receiving bil-
lions of dollars from us, pushed
through by President Clinton, that is
how they have gotten to this point now
where they are exploding weapons and
launching rockets.

They are blaming that on our Presi-
dent, who just recently became Presi-
dent, and they are blaming it on his
rhetoric rather than his policy? It is ri-
diculous.

The other thing we have heard about
our President again is how heartless he
is because he is not permitting young
people who have been designated as
DREAMers to stay here in the United
States, even though they are in this
country illegally, and they were
brought here illegally.

Now, what is the impact? What will
be the impact to those young people,
who are probably wonderful young peo-
ple? Most of them, I am sure, are won-
derful young people. But the bottom
line is, our interests and our moral ob-
ligation must be to the well-being of
American young people. That includes
American young people who are of
every race and every religion and every
ethnic group.

Approving the people who have come
here illegally will hurt American
young people, especially American-His-
panic young people. The DREAMers
will be competing with their jobs and,
yes, bidding down the wages of our own
young people and our other people who
are trying to struggle right now to get
by. No, what the President has done is
watch out for the right young people:
Americans.
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Yes, we have had millions of people—
in fact, for the last few years, over a
million people—legally immigrate into
our country. We have nothing to be
ashamed of, nothing to apologize for.
We are the most generous when it
comes to legal immigration into our
society of any country in the world. In
fact, at times recently, the amount of
legal immigration we have been allow-
ing into our country represents more
than all the other countries of the
world in what they have permitted to
legally immigrate into their society.

We all feel for young people through-
out the world who deserve a better life.
But if we permit people to come here as
young people illegally, and then legal-
ize their status, every parent in the
world will see that decision. Every par-
ent in the world will say: Oh, my gosh,
that young person who comes from
Guatemala, or wherever it is, made it
to America. He went in illegally, and
now he is going to a junior college. He
has had some health problems. The
American taxpayers have paid for it.
Why can’t I bring my children there?

Well, it will dawn on them that mil-
lions of people—hundreds of millions,
perhaps—that if they are going to come
to the United States illegally, you bet-
ter bring the kids, because Americans
think more of those kids than they do
their own kids.

I applaud the President for what he
has done to slow down this betrayal of
American young people by allowing
young people to come in here illegally
and thus expect that they are going to
get legal status by wearing us down
and appealing to our emotions.

One thing we have to note, in closing
on this issue, those young people, if
they are legalized, that is not the end
of the game. At that point, when they
are legalized, they have a right to
make applications so that their par-
ents can have their status legalized.
They can bring in family that they left
back in their home countries. Now
they can apply to have them come in
under family reunification.

This isn’t just about a group of young
people who came in. Even to legalize
their status would be wrong. Other-
wise, millions of other people will come
here. Remember the trainloads of
young people who were put on trains
headed to the United States? Yes, we
can expect more of that. Why not? If
you love your children and you live
anywhere else than the United States
and you are living a poor life, of course
you want to bring your kids here.

We should not be encouraging that,
and we should not be attacking the
President of the United States for
standing up for our own young people,
rather than trying to bring a massive
flood of illegal immigrant children into
our society and pay for their education
and their healthcare, et cetera.

With that said, the issue that I am
hoping to discuss in detail tonight is
something on a totally different level,
in terms of issue. This is an issue,
whether you are Republican or Demo-
crat, you go across the board; whether
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